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Please click on the red button below to view or download NWIHA's Fall Housing Update, including details and links to source
documents on NAHASDA Modernization and Reauthorization, member housing projects, infrastructure and federal funding
opportunities, and other member resources that you will not find in the Newsletter.

Download NWIHA's Fall Housing Update HERE

Fall Conference

Our Fall Conference was held
September 15-17 at the Ko-Kwell
Casino Resort and was hosted by
The Coquille Indian Tribe.

We had 78 registrants from our
Northwest Tribes and Associate
Members.

Thank you to the Ko-Kwel Casino
Resort Team for providing us with
great support and a wonderful
facility. And thanks to all who came
out and participated!
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Additionally, the Tribe and Anne Cook, Executive Director of the Coquille Indian Housing Authority, prepared and
hosted a lunch event, a talk by Executive Director of Oregon Housing and Community Services Andrea Bell, and
a tour of some of Coquille's local projects for conference attendees.

Thank You to the Coquille Indian Tribe

We would like to express gratitude and offer a special thank
you to the Coquille Indian Tribe and the Coquille Indian
Housing Authority. With a gracious introduction to our Fall
Conference, Coquille Indian Housing Authority Board Vice-
Chair Denise Hunter gave the group a welcome and detailed
some of the background of the Coquille Tribe's history. We
learned a lot from her and appreciated her time and
knowledge!

This was an enormous effort to put together and we truly appreciate all the time and contributions of the Tribe

and the Housing Authority!


https://nwiha.org/about-us/
https://www.nwiha.org/voting-members/
https://www.nwiha.org/associate-members/
https://nwiha.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/NWIHA_Fall_2026_HousingUpdates.pdf
https://www.coquilletribe.org/

Fall Conference Presentations

Thank You to All Our Fall Conference Presenters!

For those who were unable to attend or for those who would like to revisit any of the presentations or training, we
have made both videos for presentations and slide decks available on our website in the password-protected
Members Portal, where NWIHA Members may view or download, for the following (please contact your
Executive Director/Director if you need help remembering the password):

Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker;

Oregon Housing & Community Services;
The LUAK Group; and

« HUD/NwONAP.

Also included are a copy of our Conference Handbook, a video of and slide deck from our Fall Conference
Business Meeting.

NWIHA Members Portal for Fall Conference 2026 Materials

NWIHA's 2026 Strategic Planning Training Series
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https://nwiha.org/2026-conferences/

NWIHA concluded its year-long, three-part Strategic Planning training series at the Fall Conference. We thank
trainer Rodney Clements for his thoughtful planning and excellent delivery, and everyone who participated in
the three sessions throughout the year. The tools, examples and discussions across the modules provide a
practical foundation for members to apply what they learned to planning and decision-making within their own
Tribal housing programs. All training materials are now available through the Members Portal on our website for
continued reference and use.

NWIHA Members Portal for Winter Conference 2026 Materials

NWIHA Executive Committee and Liaison

Elections El e Cti on

In accordance with NWIHA's bylaws, this year’s Fall Conference Da
included elections for Executive Committee Officers and Liaisons y
for the 2026—-2028 term.

Thank you to everyone who participated in the election and to those
who stepped forward to serve our membership. Please join us in
welcoming the following Officers and Liaisons:

Chair: Anne Cook, Coquille NAIHC: Wendy Lawrence, Makah
Vice-Chair: Wendy Lawrence, Makah ATNI: Shonn Leno, Grand Ronde
Secretary: Diana Phair, Lummi AMERIND: Douglas Marconi, Nez Perce

Treasurer: Joan Dugger, Grand Ronde

Congratulations to the 2026-2028 NWIHA Leadership and Liaisons



https://nwiha.org/2026-conferences/

A NWIHA LIFETIME
4 SERVICE AWARD

* At our Fall Conference Banquet, we honored our outgoing i
? Chair, Sami Jo Difuntorum, Shasta Indian Nation Member
] and Executive Director of Siletz Tribal Housing.
’ We honor Sami Jo for a lifetime of service and for her
- irreplaceable leadership, guidance, and lasting impact on %
Tribal housing not just in the Northwest region, but across :,
g the country and at the highest levels of decision-making and '
v policy-setting.
We wish Sami Jo well and hope she finally has more time
2 for grandchildren, family, and travel.
- We are losing one of the great ones, but hope we can honor
i her legacy and continue the good work. -
;
Thank you, Sami Jo!
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; Special Recognition to Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker, LLP:
4 Recipients of NWIHA's 2026 Annual Award :
H At our Fall Conference Banquet we also honored Ed Goodman, Cari Baermann, Caleb -
i Norris, Vanessa Jackson and all of the team at Hobbs, Straus, Dean & Walker for their
continued exemplary leadership in and advocacy for tribal housing. We feel privileged

; : : to collaborate with you and respect the work you conduct on behalf of Tribal housing
- i professionals and the communities they serve. )

Special Thanks
to Associate Member:

" TRIBAL FIRST"®

Tribal First graciously co-sponsored lunch for those attending our training on September 16. We would like to thank Eric
Ramos and Tribal First for their Associate Membership and continued collaboration in service of our Members' needs.

Associate Members
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NWIHA asks that you please consider all our Associate Members when you need any of the services or products

they provide. To find out more information regarding any of our Associate Members, just click on their logo below.
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https://www.1tribal.com/
https://www.1tribal.com/
https://joediehl.com/
https://joediehl.com/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e3e9abadc191ab0JmltdHM9MTY4MzE1ODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zYTZjM2Y1Yy01ZjYwLTZiYmQtMDQ0Mi0yZDJkNWI2MDY1OTQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5OA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=3a6c3f5c-5f60-6bbd-0442-2d2d5b606594&psq=wenaha+group&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VuYWhhZ3JvdXAuY29tLw&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8e3e9abadc191ab0JmltdHM9MTY4MzE1ODQwMCZpZ3VpZD0zYTZjM2Y1Yy01ZjYwLTZiYmQtMDQ0Mi0yZDJkNWI2MDY1OTQmaW5zaWQ9NTE5OA&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=3a6c3f5c-5f60-6bbd-0442-2d2d5b606594&psq=wenaha+group&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2VuYWhhZ3JvdXAuY29tLw&ntb=1
https://mmt.org/
https://mmt.org/
https://akana.us/
https://akana.us/
https://hobbsstraus.com/
https://hobbsstraus.com/
https://rfmarch.com/
https://rfmarch.com/
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/pages/index.aspx
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Upcoming Meeting



https://www.mtviewhomes.com/bremerton-floor-plans/
https://www.mtviewhomes.com/bremerton-floor-plans/
https://www.energytrust.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAw6yuBhDrARIsACf94RVsI4YXGsA0CnETQO7apyYbbrSGrLDlyiQl3LWSdPgJKY_9vyVllN0aAmAKEALw_wcB
https://www.energytrust.org/?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAw6yuBhDrARIsACf94RVsI4YXGsA0CnETQO7apyYbbrSGrLDlyiQl3LWSdPgJKY_9vyVllN0aAmAKEALw_wcB
https://www.wshfc.org/
https://www.wshfc.org/
https://unitedindians.org/
https://unitedindians.org/
https://sweetgrassconsulting.net/
https://sweetgrassconsulting.net/
https://www.mahoneygroup.com/
https://www.mahoneygroup.com/
https://clarkconstruct.com/
https://clarkconstruct.com/
https://tribalfirst.com/#1
https://tribalfirst.com/#1
https://www.willdan.com/index
https://www.willdan.com/index
https://thhnw.org/
https://thhnw.org/
https://www.lowes.com/
https://www.lowes.com/
https://www.seattleindianservices.org/
https://www.seattleindianservices.org/
http://www.rthawkhousing.com/
http://www.rthawkhousing.com/
https://www.rcac.org/
https://www.rcac.org/
https://www.habitatclallam.org/
https://www.habitatclallam.org/
https://empfinancialwellness.com/
https://empfinancialwellness.com/
https://www.parknplaynw.com/
https://www.parknplaynw.com/
https://kansosoftware.com/
https://kansosoftware.com/
https://luakgroup.com/
https://luakgroup.com/
https://www.colvosconstruction.com/
https://www.colvosconstruction.com/

WINTER CONFERENCE
JANUARY 12-14, 2027

HOSTED BY

The Confederated Tribes
of the Chehalis Reservation

Northwest Indian Housing Association | nwiha.org
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Northwest Indian Housing Association | PO Box 7653 | Olympia, WA 98507-7653 US
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